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e  The Russian language is a Slavic language which
belongs to the Indo-European language family.

e  Utilizing the written system of Cryllic, the
alphabet consists of thirty-three letters.

.* There are five basic vowel sounds, similar to those in
English (a, 3, u, 0, y/0 2 I 0 u), in addition to six other
vowels (e, &, 1, 10, bI, i).

a.  0The basic vowels of Russian fall on the same points of
the vowel chart as their English correlates.

b. oThe second set of vowels does not really have English
correlates. The first vowel is most similar to the ‘ye’ in the
English word ‘yellow’, the second vowel is most similar to
the yo’in the English word ‘yoke’.

.0The third and fourth vowels are considered semi-vowels.
The third vowel is most similar to the ‘ya’

.in the Spanish word ‘manana’, while the fourth vowel is
most similar to the English word ‘you’.

a. 0The fourth and fifth vowels do not have any English
correlate. The bI vowel is pronounced by elevating your
tongue to the placement exactly between the sounds of the
'y’ in myth and the ‘ou’ in should.

b. oThe fifth vowel is similar to the u sound, but is
followed by a glide j’. In addition, there are several Russian
diphthongs. There are a few vowels which cannot form the
first sound of a Russian diphthong; these are the semivowels



(s1, 10) and the vowel 3. Other than these exceptions, all
vowels can be combined to create a diphthong. There are no
naturally occurring triphthongs in Russian.

.*As with any other language, there are vowel modifications
that are made in every-day speech.

In Russian, there is vowel reduction if the vowel is in a non-
stressed position in the word. Examples of this are found
consistently throughout the language; in the ‘o’ sound
changes to an ‘a’ sound, and when the vowel é follows the
letter 5k, it is always pronounced as an ‘o’. Aside from these
phonological rules, the language experiences the same vowel
reductions found in English with a trend to centralize vowels
in rapid speech.

e In addition to the eleven vowels, there are twenty
consonants. Many of these are similar to consonants in
English, however, they are produced in a different manner
and thus the acoustical properties are different from those in
English.

e Additionally, there are two letters that are not
present in English: » (soft sound), b (hard sound). These
letters modify the sounds of the consonants that they follow
and by doing so they combine or derivationally change
words. While the soft sound changes the formant properties
of the preceding consonant, the hard sound simply creates
harshness or aspiration and does not change the formant
properties.

e  Therefore, in essence, there are forty consonant
sounds present in Russian.

e As with vowels, consonants are subject to



reduction modification; thus in an unstressed position in
the word they often become voiceless if voiced and tend to
centralize. Below is a chart of the Russian phonemes and
their formant and spectral properties.

Vowels F1 F2

A 900 Hz 1800 Hz

41 300 Hz 2900 Hz

4 300 Hz 2900 Hz

C) 650 Hz 1800 Hz

E 300 Hz 2300 Hz

E 226 Hz 2400 Hz

0) 490 Hz 800 Hz

Yy 400 Hz 770 Hz

bl 600 Hz 2000 Hz

O 420 Hz 1200 Hz

S 350 Hz 1180 Hz

Consonants IPA F1 F2

b b 300 Hz 2150 Hz
bb 200 Hz 2100

B \% 300 Hz 1700 Hz
Bb 200 2100

r g 700 Hz 1350 Hz
I'e 175 2150

il d 250 Hz 17500 Hz
b 150 2150
K* X 200 Hz 1900 Hz
3 z 330 Hz 1100 Hz
3b 300 400

K K 725 Hz 1325 Hz
Kb 750 1600

JI L 300 Hz 2100 Hz
JIb 300 2200

M M 200 Hz 1250 Hz
Mb 250 2300

H N 200 Hz 2100 Hz
Hs 250 2300




IT P 200 Hz 1500 Hz
ITs 150 2150
P R 350 Hz 1880 Hz
Po 250 2250
C S 300 Hz 2050 Hz
Chb 300 2350
T T 250 Hz 1975 Hz
Te 200 2200
0} F 200 Hz 1600 Hz
()8 250 2100
X* H 930 Hz 1600 Hz
I* Ts 200 Hz 1600 Hz
q* 200 Hz 1900 Hz
LI* c 200 Hz 2100 Hz
LI* 250 Hz 2200 Hz

“These letters are not modified by b

The consonants are broken up into the same distinctive

features as other languages; sibilant, palatal, dental,
alveolar, strident, etc. Below is a chart of how the Russian

consonants are characterized.

Place/manner | Bilabial | Labio- | Dental | Alveolar | Alvelopalatal | Palatal | velar
dental

Stops
Voiced b 6n I 16 I' rp
Voiceless IT e T 1B K kb
Fricatives
Voiced BBe |33 q b
Voiceless ®pp | Cch 1| X
Affricates
Voiced XK
Voiceless I
Nasals Voiced

M Mb H up

Laterals




Voiced JI 116

Trills
Voiced P pw

Rules of Stress:

One characteristic of the Russian language that
makes its acquisition difficult for deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals and individuals learning it as a second language
is the abundance of consonant clusters and the rules of
stress.

e Russian is a language that is fraught with a
multitude of consonant clusters, and in addition, each word
can have only one stress.

e If the word is stressed incorrectly, it either
becomes a nonsense word or it becomes a word with a
different meaning.

e Additionally, suffixes and prefixes play a very
important part in the language. Prefixes are placed into three
different classes: 1) prefixes which are based on prepositions,
2) simple nominal and adjectival prefixes which are added to
independent words, and 3) verbal prefixes.

e  Examples of the first class of prefix are: Bropomaa
‘in a/the city’ (B-in ropoma —a city), or: HacTya ‘on the
table’ (Ha-on cTyin-a table).

Examples of the second class of prefix are:
oe3moape ‘vacant’ (06e3-without moase-people), or:
HeXopomui ‘not good’ (He-not Xopommuii-good).

. *  Examples of the third class of prefix are: curparor
‘to play with’ (c-with rparor-play), or: mpuxop ‘arrival’ (mpu-
before xom-enter).




. Suffixes are also important in Russian grammar
because they not only indicate plurality; they also define
whether the word is nominal, adjectival, or verbal.

 In combination with the prefix, they indicate
whether a word is present, past, future, who is indicated in
the speech, and (in verbs) whom an action is directed at or
in which direction the action is occurring.

e In addition, they indicate size and emotion
associated with the object or event.

e  When used in conjunction with verbs, suffixes
indicate whom is being addressed.

. e  For example, each verb must be conjugated based
upon who is being discussed; (5I) I/me, (BsI) formal you
(including plural you), (TsI) informal you (including plural
you), (MbI) we, (OH/OHa) he/she, (Oun) they.

e Additionally, suffixes can change a verb to a noun,
as in y4HuTh/ yauTensb (to teach/ teacher).

.* In nouns, however, suffixes play a different but equally
important role. For example, suffixes indicate plurality:
.crakaH/ ctakansl (drinking glass/drinking glasses),
kaura/kuuru (book/books); or, a suffix may convert a noun
to an adjective as in KHATra/KHMWKHBIN (book/bookish).

Another characteristic of suffixes used in
conjunction with nouns is the ability to convey size and
emotion about a noun. For example, pexa/peuxa (river/
little river or creek), koT/KOoTHK/KOIIKa/KOomInuKa (male cat/
little brave male cat/female cat/ female cat who is loved very
much).

e  These are all very important parts of the Russian



language which are in many ways similar to English, but
which pose a great difficulty for the deaf and hard-of hearing
population.

.*  Many of the prefixes are single sounds and, being
unstressed, are difficult to hear or distinguish from one
another. For examples, refer to the table of prepositions.

e  Despite all of the inherently difficult sound
combinations within the Russian language, there are a few
properties which make aural rehabilitation less challenging.

.* One of these is the presence of each of the Ling six
sounds (a, i, u, m, s, sh). Additionally, there are

.many sounds (like in English) which are cognates making
minimal pairs possible.

e  While many of the words in Russian are complex,
below is a list of first words. Starting here, aural
rehabilitation should then be able to follow the same course
as in English, understanding that many of the phonemes
will be later developing.

Suffixes:

English preposition Russian preposition
On Ha

In B

Around Bokpyr

With C

Towards K

Away from Or

Over Hag

People/Family Russian word Mom mamu/mamy/mat Dad
namu/many Brother Opar Sister cectép Aunt T€Ts
Uncle o




Animals Russian word Dog/puppy codaka/meHox
Cat/kitten xo1/koTéHOK Bird/chick mruiia Horse/foal
aommaab Sheep/lamb oBua/aruénox Cow/ calf
kopoBa/TenéHok Goat/kid xo3a/ko3&nok Fox/kit
auca/mucéHok Wolf/pups Bonk/BonuéHok Bear/cubs
mensen Fish/little fish pe1oa/peioénox Mouse/little
mouse MbIIKa/MBIIEHOK Rat/little rat
kpuca/kpucbiaii Duck/duckling yTka/yTéHnok
Goose/goslings ryc/rycénok Donkey/foal océn
Rabbit/bunny 3asn/3anuénok Chicken/chicks metyx/
LBITIJIEHOK Rooster (no babies) kypuix Lion
neB/nmBéHOK Hippopotamus Burumotu Elephant citon
Turtle uepemaxa

Colors Russian word Red kpacnas Blue cuanit Green
3enénbiil Yellow xénterit White 6emsiii Black uéproe
Purple myprypssiii Pink mo3aBbiii Orange opaHXeBbIi
Brown KOpu4uHEBBIN

Minimal Pairs (from Hamilton, 1980)

0/60b Ob11/0mi (past/ the beaters) 6/m ObLn/mibIIK (dust/of
the dust) /T Mat/MaTh (mother/violence) /b
xonpl/xoau (gaits/walk) /1 Tam/gam (there/ladies) To/1b
TeHb/neHb (shadow/day) r/k roa/kot (year/tomcat) ¢/dpb
kpoB/kpoBb (shelter/the blood) 3/3b 3a1/B3s111 (into the
hall/took) c/cs Bec/Bech (weight/entire) B/Bb B0JI/BEN (0X/
was leading) n/1p nmonka/monwka (shelf/polka) p/pb
pat/psn (rat[anglicized]/ a number) H/Hb HOC/HEC (nose/it
bore)



