
Communiqué
From the Foundation President
Cheryl DeConde Johnson
Currently it is estimated that 400,000 people in Colorado have some form of hearing loss.  Pro-
jecting conservatively, the number of people with hearing loss in Colorado is likely to more than 
double to over 800,000 during the next forty years.  The reasons for hearing loss are varied and 
often complex, but the number of individuals with hearing loss is growing.
 
In the midst of this enormous need, the MDHC is the best positioned and best equipped orga-
nization to undertake cutting edge research, test technologies, demonstrate best practices, and 
educate national and international medical markets to serve those individuals who are deaf or 
who have hearing loss.  This translates to training and guiding thousands of practitioners who, 
in turn, impact millions of individuals in the U.S. and worldwide who, with hearing technology, 
implants and/or training, can enjoy fulfilling family and community lives, and economic  
self-sufficiency.  
 
However, today the Marion Downs Hearing Center can only serve 3% of the need in Colorado 
and less than 1% in the international market.  By deepening its resources to better serve the 
medical and educational communities, MDHC can multiply its impact and help educate more 
and more professionals.  Through its globally recognized in-service training and clinical best 
practices, MDHC will be in a position to reach millions of lives and help even more deaf and 
hard of hearing individuals reach their potential.

For 2009 we are stepping up our fundraising and volunteer efforts in order to address the 
increasing needs of children, youth and adults with hearing loss and the families that support 
them. Please refer to our sponsorship opportunities on page 3 to see how you can contribute to 
this effort.  We would also welcome some of your time and expertise by volunteering for one or 
more of our special events, for our newborn hearing screening program, or for assistance with 
some of our office projects.  Please see the details under “Caring for Our Community” for an op-
portunity that works with your schedule.
 
Thank you for a great 2008 and with your ongoing help and support we hope to have an even 
better year next year!
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LaFawn Biddle Awarded  
Highest Honors for 2008 
On October 29, 2008, our long-time friend and sup-
porter, LaFawn Biddle, was given the 2008 Marion 
Downs Hearing Center Foundation’s highest honor 
for her advocacy and dedication to the children 
of Colorado who are deaf or hard of hearing. The 
award was presented at the Denver Country Club 
hosted by Terry & Elaine Scholes. 

The Foundation is very grateful to LaFawn and the 
Biddle Family for their strength of vision and com-
mitment to the Marion Downs Hearing Center. 

Caring for Our Community
We are excited about the diverse duties and various 
scheduling options that we can offer to our 2009 
volunteers. We can accommodate most schedules, 
activity levels, and interests throughout the year and 
have joined with the University of Colorado Hospi-
tal Volunteer Office to help with volunteer applica-
tion and health screenings. We want to ensure that 
everyone stays healthy while giving us their valuable 
time, so we match the volunteer’s interest with the 
project. Contact MDHC if you have any questions, 
or you can fill out a volunteer application by visiting 
www.uch.edu/find-a-job/volunteer/index.aspx.

Volunteer Options
Newborn Hearing Screening – what could be more 
important than to screen a newborn baby’s hearing? 

The Newborn Hearing Screening Program takes 
place at the University of Colorado Hospital Inpa-
tient Pavilion. Hours vary and training is included. 
Because of the training, we are looking for someone 
who can screen the babies on a regular basis.

Event & Program Volunteers – throughout the year 
the MDHC and the Foundation hosts several events. 
We will need many volunteers to support our teen 
program which includes a day conference, a sum-
mer camp, and an outdoor adventure experience. 
Sign up as your schedule permits, but sign up early.

Office Volunteers – we need assistance with various 
office duties that may include web development, 
mailings and some work with our data base. The 
work is varied and the schedule can be flexible. 

To all of our volunteers: Your valuable time and 
generous hearts are truly appreciated!

2009 Schedule of Events 
February 2009 
Marion Downs’ 95th Birthday Celebration
We are honoring Marion Downs’ 95th birthday 
with 200 of her friends and professionals who have 
worked alongside her over the course of her career. 

May 2009
Better Hearing and Speech Month
This month provides opportunities to raise aware-
ness about hearing loss and communication dis-
orders and to promote research toward improving 
the lives of deaf and hard of hearing individuals. In 
alignment with our organization’s mission, we will 
advertise BHSM in the community, offer free hear-
ing screenings, and host a fun awareness event for 
hearing, hard of hearing, and deaf families. 
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Annie Kempe
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Cheryl DeConde Johnson EdD
Anu Sharma PhD
Vickie Thomson PhD
Christy Yoshinaga Itano PhD

Marion Downs, LaFawn Biddle, Al Keeler.



May 2009
Fiesta for Families 
Together with Hands and Voices and CHIP, we’ll 
host our annual event for the deaf and hard of 
hearing Spanish families, providing a supportive 
networking opportunity. Hosted at General’s Park, 
it is a day-long event with social activities, food, and 
educational lectures and resources.

May and June 2009
Exploration ‘09 Teen Connect And Grow 
This program will encourage deaf and hard of hear-
ing young adults to interact with peers, explore ca-
reer-building resources, and develop new strengths 
for future opportunities. We will connect them with 
positive role models and outstanding community 
leaders who will help teach and shape these young 
adults into realizing their full potential. Skills will 
be developed through teaching, mentoring, and 
encouraging young adults into becoming something 
they may not have thought possible!

June 2009
Wine and Chocolate Gala
Our annual Gala is a semi-formal event celebrating 
and honoring our numerous sponsors, our dedi-
cated volunteers, and our committed staff members, 
all who believe passionately in the Marion Downs 
Hearing Center mission. Media will be invited. 

October 2009
Building Communication Bridges 
The 3rd annual conference for professionals and 
community members to learn about technology, 
amplification, and strategies in a hearing world. At-
tendees and exhibitors will participate in this event 
which is held on the University of Colorado campus. 

December 2009
Holiday Event 
This event will provide another opportunity for 
families with deaf and hard of hearing members 
to gather and receive support from one another. 
We’ll offer mini sign language classes, resources to 
parents, and networking opportunities to teenagers 
and young adults. 

2009 MDHC Sponsorship  
Levels & Benefits 
Diamond Sponsorship - $50,000
·	 Listing on first page of MDHC’s website 
·	 Listing on the quarterly newsletter
·	 6 tickets to Marion’s 95th birthday party 
·	 4 tickets to annual Wine and Chocolate Gala 
·	 2-page donor/company advertisement in the 

program for Marion’s celebration 
·	 Signage and literature at all MDHC events
·	 Company literature displayed in our building   

Emerald Sponsorship - $15,000
·	 Listing on first page of MDHC’s website 
·	 Listing on the quarterly newsletter
·	 4 tickets to Marion’s 95th birthday party
·	 2 tickets to annual Wine and Chocolate Gala 
·	 1-page advertisement in the program for  

Marion’s celebration 
·	 Company signage and literature at two MDHC 

events during 2009

Gold Sponsorship - $10,000
·	 Listing on the MDHC  website 
·	 Listing on the quarterly newsletter
·	 2 tickets to Marion’s 95th birthday party
·	 2 tickets to annual Wine and Chocolate Gala
·	 ½ page advertisement in the program for 

Marion’s celebration
·	 Company signage and literature at two MDHC 

events during 2009

Silver Sponsorship - $5,000
·	 Listing on the MDHC’s website
·	 ¼ page advertisement in the program for 

Marion’s celebration 
·	 Listing on the quarterly newsletter
·	 2 tickets to either Marion’s 95th birthday party or 

the Wine and Chocolate Gala
·	 Company signage and literature at one MDHC 

event during 2009
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Friends of  
Marion Downs 
Hearing Center

Ashlock, Shirley
Auer, Cynthia
Barthgate, Margaret
Bartholomew, Mary
Beams, Dinah
Bradbury, Bonnie
Brinkerhoff, Zach
Butterfield, Perry
Campbell, J.
Cannon, Lisa
Chado, Bob
Christensen, Judith
Cire, George
Claman, Janet
Conant, David
Dugan, Fran
Egle, Gilbert
Elliott, Dorothy
Engelbrecht, Les
Figini, Linda
Fitzpatrick, Hulene
Fredericksen, Lucille
Frickey, Zell
Fuhrman, Steve
Gossert, Shirley L.
John Green
Hackmeister, John
Hobbs, Evelyn
Hoff, Eula
Hollembeak, Robert
Hulstrom, Ronald
Hutchins, Jeri
Ickovic, David
Jackson, Donna
Jenkins, Barbara
Johnson, Cheryl
O’Keefe, Kate
Keeler, Al
Kern, Bernie
Kovarik, Mary
Larson, Kathy
Lawson, Linda
Lafaro, Verna
Lyons, Lynne
Menapace, Christine
Mickelson, Katie
Muir, Sheryl
Nofsinger, Kenton
O’Brien, Madeline
O’Neill, Tara
Olson, Brenda
Pelley, Kathleen
Peterson, Frank
Peterson, Marcy

Philpott, Ruth
Quinlan, Katie
Renslow, Donna
Roecker, Ann
Smith, Raymond
Spruce, Maxine
Stonehocker, Ro-
switha
Stool, June
Straub, Jo Anne
Taylor, Marilyn
Tesler, Mourene
Thaete, Ramona
Thomas, Lee
Thomson, Vickie
Van den Honert, 
Chris
Van Dok, Richard
Wason, John
Wayne, Jill
Weaver, Marlin
White, Lori
Williams, Tina
Wilson, Mary Ann
Wood,  II, Raymond
Writer, Diane
 
Key Supporters 
$200+

Biddle, LaFawn
Brownstein, Norman
Colorado Hearing 
Foundation
DesGeorges, Janet
Dickinson, John
Dry Creek Sertoma 
Club
Foster, Carol
Guaranty Bank & 
Trust
Hickam, Joanna
Kolhouse, Linda
Lane Wierzba, Ruth
Leppink, Linus
McCaa, Mary Lou
Moore, Alvo
Myhre, Ann
Parker, Sarah
Powell, Steven
Sprint Nextel
Stapleton, Katie
Sullivan, Suzanne
Sylvia Hansen 
Memorial
Traynor, Robert
Voelker, Gary
Voth, Bob

We can not thank our generous 
donors enough!  Without your 
help and support, the MDHC 
programs would not be able to 
move forward and reach more 
and more deaf and hard of 
hearing individuals and their 
families.  The Marion Downs 
Hearing Center Foundation is 
making a difference in people’s 
lives and you are responsible!!



Marion Downs
HEARING CENTER FOUNDATION

1793 Quentin, Unit 2
Aurora, CO  80045

Hearing Aid Consultation
Because you are a Friend to the Marion Downs Hearing Center, we would like 
to extend a no-charge Hearing Aid Consultation to you and your family. Our 
experienced licensed Audiologists will offer technology options that meet your 
needs, or if you currently have a hearing aid, we can offer a complete assess-
ment in order to make sure you are getting the most out of the technology.
 
Call the Marion Downs Hearing Center at 720-848-2800 to schedule your 
consultation.  
 

Hear for the Holidays!

Bronze Sponsorship - $2,500
·	 Listing on the MDHC’s website
·	 ¼ page donor/company advertisement in the 

program for Marion’s celebration 
·	 2 tickets to either Marion’s 95th birthday party 

or the annual MDHC Wine and Chocolate Gala
·	 Company signage and literature at one MDHC 

event during 2009

Patron Sponsorship - $1,000
·	 Listing on the MDHC’s website
·	 2 complimentary tickets to either Marion’s 95th 

birthday party or the annual MDHC Wine and 
Chocolate Gala

To become a sponsor or for more information 
please contact the MDHC Foundation at
720-848-2970 (V) or email mdhc@uch.edu.

The MDHC  
Foundation Mission
To provide financial 
support to the Marion 
Downs Hearing Center.

The MDHC Mission
To provide culturally 
sensitive services, 
resources, education, and 
research to support the 
needs of individuals who 
are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, 
and Hearing, their families, 
and professionals. All 
activities value individual 
and family choice in 
communication and use 
of technology, striving to 
optimize the quality of life 
for all that it serves.

con’t from page 3


